Redding Consortium for Educational Equity
December 10, 2020

Virtual Meeting

Meeting Minutes

Welcome

The Redding Consortium Co-Chairs, Senator Tizzy Lockman and Matthew Denn, called the
meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. The Consortium members did roll call using the zoom chat box
function.

Work Group Motions
The three Work Group’s reported their updates and motions to be voted on by the Redding
Consortium members. The following were the approved motions from the Funding and
Governance Work Group:
e Edit and finalize House Bill 129 (incorporating viable edits from Work Group members
and stakeholders).
e Create and act on an engagement strategy to garner support for House Bill 129.
e Work with Consortium Co-Chairs to refile redistricting and governance legislation to
formally allow the Consortium to work on governance efforts in 2021.

A Consortium member had a question regarding which community groups the Work Group
engaged with and what feedback they received. The Work Group spoke with superintendents,
school leaders, and parent groups, and received feedback on previous referendums.

The following is the approved motion from the Educator Work Group:
e The Educator Work Group motions for an approval of its recommendations as presented
and allows the Educator Work Group Co-Chairs to work with the Redding Consortium
Co-Chairs to finalize the recommendations to present to the Governor.

Consortium members recommended reaching out to schools outside Delaware that have done
research on communities that mirror Delaware communities. Additionally, Consortium members
recommended further information on the success of previous whole school professional learning
packages.

The following is the approved motion from the Social Determinants Work Group:
e The Social Determinants Work Group motions for approval of the report and to allow the
Social Determinants Co-Chairs to work with the Redding Consortium Co-Chairs to
finalize the recommendations to present to the Governor.

Consortium members asked funding questions about the actual price of their recommendations.
Additionally, a concern was raised for ensuring linguistically inclusive student assessments.

The Consortium’s 2021 Goals

The full Consortium has the following goals for the upcoming year:
e Create an ad-hoc group focused on the funding settlement
e File new redistricting timeline legislation



e Assess the Consortium composition and Work Group continuations/focuses
e Finalize the data report on the status of public education for City of Wilmington students
e Create an annual report to the legislature

The Work Groups had the following goal for the upcoming year:

e Funding and Governance Work Group
o Continue referendum reform legislation and engagement strategy

e Educator Work Group
o Enact implementation and monitoring plans

e Social Determinants Work Group
o Build on current proposals to create a full-scale plan with implementation

strategies by July 2021

Public Comment

Jason Heller stated that the Grow Our Own concept was great. He also stated that making school
board terms shorter and adding a financial hardship to the process would deter individuals from
running for a school board position, specifically diverse individuals.

Deborah Stevens stated that the Whole School Professional Learning Package recommendation
needs to include securing school and district participation in the program. Mainly, the districts
degree of commitment needs to be defined because it will be extremely difficult to get any work
done if there is not cooperation. Additionally, Stevens suggested using research from other
groups outside Delaware to help facilitate the program, such as Georgetown and Harvard.

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
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